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Keep your business moving.  
 
Get ahead of new rules for doing business with the EU  
 
Businesses moving goods from the EU to Great Britain (GB) need to prepare for 
import control changes which will take effect from 1 January 2022.  
 

New requirements - Customs Declarations 
 
From 1 January 2022 you must complete customs declarations on imports from the 
EU to GB at the time you or your courier/freight forwarder bring them into GB. This 
means you will no longer be able to delay making import customs declarations.  
 
Since 1 January 2021, you have been able to delay import declarations for a 
maximum of 175 days from when the goods arrived in the country. From 1 January 
2022, full declarations must be made at the time of importing and cannot be delayed. 
Visit gov.uk/import-goods-into-uk and follow the step by step guide to make sure 
you’re prepared for new customs declaration rules.  
 
The guide provides information on how to bring goods into the UK from any country, 
including how much tax and duty you’ll need to pay and whether you need to get a 
licence or certificate. You can also apply for authorisation to use simplified 
declarations for imports, which allows you to move goods into a customs procedure 
without having to provide a full customs declaration.  
 
You can find out more about how to apply for a simplified declaration at 
www.gov.uk/guidance/using-simplified-declarations-for-imports  
 
Alternatively, you may have chosen someone to deal with import and export 
declarations on your behalf, such as a customs agent, courier or a freight forwarder.  
 
Information on how people can help you with customs can be found on 
www.gov.uk/guidance/appoint-someone-to-deal-with-customs-on-your-behalf  
 

Rules of Origin  
 
From 1 January 2022, if you sell goods to the EU, or buy goods from the EU and 
bring them into the UK, you will need to be able to prove that they meet the rules of 
origin in order to use preferential tariffs.  
 

http://www.gov.uk/guidance/using-simplified-declarations-for-imports
http://www.gov.uk/guidance/appoint-someone-to-deal-with-customs-on-your-behalf
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To benefit from the preferential tariffs, you must have proof that: - goods you import 
into the UK from the EU originate there - goods you export to the EU originate in the 
UK If you cannot prove the origin of your product, you or your EU customer will be 
liable to pay the full rate of customs duty and could face penalties.  
 
If you cannot prove your product’s origin, you cannot take advantage of the zero-
tariff trade agreement with the EU.  
 
To prepare for the changes to Rules of Origin, go to 
www.gov.uk/government/collections/rules-of-origin-for-goods-moving-between-the-
uk-and-eu   
 
For practical support with exporting your products, contact the Export Support 
Service online or by phone.  
 

Pre-Notifying Imports UKT – New Rules for Doing Business 
with the EU  
 
Import Controls From 1 January 2022, there are new requirements for importing 
some Sanitary and phytosanitary (SPS) goods, such as meat or plants, to GB from 
the EU.  
 
You will be required to pre-notify when importing most Products of Animal Origin, 
Animal By Products, High Risk Food not of Animal Origin and regulated plants and 
plant products from the EU to GB.  
 
You (or a representative acting on your behalf) importing these goods from the EU 
may need to pre notify authorities that their consignment will be entering Great 
Britain. You can do this on the relevant IT system.  
 
For guidance on importing food, go to: www.gov.uk/guidance/import-or-move-food-
and-drink-from-the-eu-and-northern-ireland-to-great-britain   
 
For guidance on importing Animal By-Products, go to: 
www.gov.uk/guidance/importing-or-moving-live-animals-animal-products-and-high-
risk-food-and-feed-not-of-animal-origin   
 
For guidance on Plant Products, go to: www.gov.uk/guidance/import-plants-and-
plant-products-from-the-eu-to-great-britain-and-northern-ireland   
 
Register for the relevant IT systems for animal and plant products now to ensure 
your business is prepared for prenotification requirements from 1 January 2022.  
 
For animal products, go to www.gov.uk/guidance/import-of-products-animals-food-
and-feed-system   
 
For plant products, go to www.gov.uk/guidance/import-plants-and-plant-products-
from-the-eu-to-great-britain-and-northern-ireland#register-and-pre-notify-your-goods-
on-peach   
 

http://www.gov.uk/government/collections/rules-of-origin-for-goods-moving-between-the-uk-and-eu
http://www.gov.uk/government/collections/rules-of-origin-for-goods-moving-between-the-uk-and-eu
http://www.gov.uk/guidance/import-or-move-food-and-drink-from-the-eu-and-northern-ireland-to-great-britain
http://www.gov.uk/guidance/import-or-move-food-and-drink-from-the-eu-and-northern-ireland-to-great-britain
http://www.gov.uk/guidance/importing-or-moving-live-animals-animal-products-and-high-risk-food-and-feed-not-of-animal-origin
http://www.gov.uk/guidance/importing-or-moving-live-animals-animal-products-and-high-risk-food-and-feed-not-of-animal-origin
http://www.gov.uk/guidance/import-plants-and-plant-products-from-the-eu-to-great-britain-and-northern-ireland
http://www.gov.uk/guidance/import-plants-and-plant-products-from-the-eu-to-great-britain-and-northern-ireland
http://www.gov.uk/guidance/import-of-products-animals-food-and-feed-system
http://www.gov.uk/guidance/import-of-products-animals-food-and-feed-system
http://www.gov.uk/guidance/import-plants-and-plant-products-from-the-eu-to-great-britain-and-northern-ireland#register-and-pre-notify-your-goods-on-peach
http://www.gov.uk/guidance/import-plants-and-plant-products-from-the-eu-to-great-britain-and-northern-ireland#register-and-pre-notify-your-goods-on-peach
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Check what you need to do Visit www.gov.uk/import-goods-into-uk  and follow the 
step-by-step guide to prepare for import control changes 
 
Sam Coulstock FIH MIEP 
Head of Professional Development 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Disclaimer 

Whilst considerable care has been taken in compiling the material contained within this brief, the Institute of Hospitality believes 
it to be accurate at the time of its publication but does not warrant that it is accurate or up-to-date and will have no responsibility 
for any reliance on such material. The Institute of Hospitality disclaims any and all liability to any third-party anywhere in the 
world for any injury, damage or direct or indirect loss resulting from reliance on information compiled in this brief. 

http://www.gov.uk/import-goods-into-uk

