
Rt Hon Jeremy Hunt MP 
House of Commons 
London SW1A 0AA 

17th December 2020 

Dear Mr Hunt

Debate on the need for a Minister of Hospitality

I am one of your constituents, living in Elstead.  In my “day job” I am Chief Executive of the 
Institute of Hospitality, the professional body for the Industry.  We met briefly in our previous 
roles when you were Secretary of State for DCMS and I was speaking on behalf of the 
meetings and events industry about the importance of government support for bids for major 
international events and conventions.

A debate has been scheduled for 11th January 2021 to consider the creation of a Minister for 
Hospitality, an online petition has received over 150,000 votes, and is growing fast daily.   I 
am writing to ask you to put your weight behind the motion.  Hospitality is a major industry in 
your South West Surrey constituency, and is an essential part of both the economic and 
social fabric of the area.  

Hospitality is present in every town and village, in many parts of the UK that are most 
economically challenged it is the largest employer, yet all too often is overlooked, at best it’s 
seen as “pubs, restaurants and hotels” whereas that is only part of the story - I’m sure in your 
time as Secretary of State for Health you came to appreciate the important part that food and 
nutrition play in healthcare, and saw many times the challenges overcome by hospital 
caterers.  The value of culinary medicine is now widely accepted.  A similar sized workforce 
supports schools, universities, our military and prisons.

Prior to coronavirus hospitality was outstripping global GDP - 10% of the global workforce 
were employed in hospitality leisure & tourism, and in the past decade 20% of new jobs were 
in the sector.  Our industry has suffered, as all have, during the pandemic, and whilst we are 
all confident that it will, over time recover it will be a long haul, and a seat at the table in 
Government is more vital than ever.

I hope you will actively support the motion on January 11th.

Best wishes to you and your family for Christmas, and for a happy, healthy 2021

Peter Ducker FIH
Chief Executive
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