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Minutes of the 2018/2019 

Annual General Meeting of the Institute of Hospitality (IoH) Scotland Branch 
held at The Bonham Hotel, 35 Drumsheugh Gardens Edinburgh, EH3 7RN 

Tuesday 21st May 2019 at 4pm 
 

Minute 1 – Chairs Welcome 
 
Conor O’Leary, Branch Chair, warmly welcomed the 14 members present and formally 
opened the meeting. He bid a particular welcome to Mr Alistair Sandall Head of Professional 
Development for the Institute. 
Conor went on to explain that the members who had formed a committee, and who had 
agreed to take on the specific roles, had done so at a meeting with Peter Ducker in January 
2019, with a view to re-establishing the Scotland Branch. 
 
Minute 2 – Notice of the Meeting 
 
May Stark, Branch Honorary Secretary, confirmed that proper notice of the Annual General 
Meeting had been issued in composite form by Sutton Court.  
 
Minute 3 – Apologies for Absence 
 
Two apologies for absence, had been received from Peter Taylor FIH and John Willis MIH 
 
Minute 4 – Minutes of the last Annual General Meeting 
 
The Minutes of the 2015/2016 Annual General Meeting were agreed as a true record. 
Proposed by Douglas Logan and seconded by Edward Prince 
 
Minute 5 – Matters Arising 
 
There were no matters arising 
 
Minute 6 – Chair’s Annual Report 
 
Conor O’Leary, Chair, gave the following report:  
 
 
‘As many of you know the work of the Committee in Scotland paused for a period of time 
and therefore this report is about forward thinking rather than looking back over the past 
year. 
 
I took the Chair on 17th January 2019 at the meeting held to relaunch the Scotland Branch.   
 
The following officers were appointed to support the Chair.   
Gordon MacIntosh, Branch Vice Chair 
Brian Humphries, Treasurer  
May Stark, Secretary 



 
 
 

 2 

Douglas Campbell, Branch Membership Officer 
Colin McGrath, Committee Member 
 
I thank you for your support over the past 4 months. 
 
There are vacancies on the committee, and we would love to have some fresh faces to join 
us to take the IoH Scotland forward into the next year. 
 
The key objectives of the committee are: 

 To be the presence of the Institute in Scotland 
 To organise 2 or 3 impactful networking events for members annually. The aim is to 

hold 1 event in Q3 and Q4 during 2019 and 1 in Q1 2020 
 To engage with hospitality educators in Scotland, providing a link between the 

professional body and academia 
 To maintain links with other hospitality organisations in Scotland 

At our Committee meeting on 4th March it was noted that the AGM of the Scotland Branch 
must be held before 31st May 2019 and I would like to welcome you all gathered here today.   
 
Finally, I had hoped to thank Mr John Willis, who has supported the Committee so well over 
the years in his role as Treasurer.  In recognition of his input and support, it has been agreed 
that John should receive The President’s Award. However, John has not been able to join us 
today. We will ensure that John receives his well-deserved award at a later date.’ 
 
There were no immediate comments or questions on the report.  
 
 
Minute 7 – Report and Statement of Accounts.  
                
Brian Humphries confirmed that the Annual Financial Statement of the Scotland Branch for 
the year ending 31st December 2018 had already been accepted by the Sutton Office. There 
has been little financial activity apart from Expenses relating to the purchase of book tokens 
and presentation of the IoH Quiches at Colleges and Universities by Colin McGrath.  
Statement of Income and Expenditure Total Expenditure £ 462.84 
Balance Sheet. Balance £1462.18 
Main Account Income and Expenditure Account provides a breakdown of the Expenses. 
The Financial Statement was proposed by Gordon Mackintosh and Seconded by Douglas 
Logan. 
 
Brian advised the meeting that Peter Ducker had confirmed, that the Sutton Office would 
support the Scotland Branch financially until it was in a position to self-fund using income 
generated from events. 
  
Douglas Logan asked if the Scotland Branch/IoH was still a member of the Scottish Tourism 
Alliance and if it is, was why was there no record of the membership payment in the 
accounts. Alistair Sandall confirmed that the Institute was still a member and Brian explained 
that Membership of the STA was paid by the Sutton Office. 
Douglas asked that members be advised of the STA membership and of the discounts 
available on tickets STA events. 
May Stark agree to ensure a notification of the IoH/Scotland Branch membership of the STA 
and the member benefits, is sent to all members via the Sutton Office. 
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Minute 8 – Committee Members – Nominations/Notes of Interest (from the floor) 
 
Conor O’Leary confirmed that the following were willing to stand: 
 
Conor O’Leary FIH Chair  
Gordon Mackintosh MIH Vice Chair 
May Stark MIH Secretary 
Brian Humphries MIH Tresurer 
Douglas Campbell MIH Membership Officer 
Colin McGrath FIH College Liaisons 
 
 
The meeting formally proposed the election of these six individuals to form the Committee 
for the coming year, and the motion was unanimously approved by all present. 
 
Paul Reynolds expressed an interest in joining the committee. He was proposed by Conor 
O’Leary and Seconded by Gordon Mackintosh. 
 
Minute 9 – Any Other Competent Business 
 
There was no other Competent buisness 
 
The Meeting Closed at 16.05pm 
 
 
 
Branch Chair…………………………………….  
 
Date……………………………. 


